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Foreword

Substratum is eleven individuals 
challenging the social constructs 
that form the landscape of this 
sceptred isle. What we see around us 
is the visual evidence of humanities 
existence through the centuries. The 
projects evidenced in Substratum 
are personal visualizations of these 
many varied aspects of the landscape 
that we currently find ourselves 
living in. Whether it’s the scars of 
the industrial era left to crumble into 
memory, or the expanse of the Green 
Belt being reshaped for housing in 
an ever growing society. Every field 
and housing estate holds a history, 
one that will reflect the direction 
that society has taken for the 
future to question in years to come.



KIERAN
WAKEFIELD

Decommissioning began at Berkeley Power Station 
in 1989 when Reactor number one was shutdown, 
making it the first commercial nuclear power station to 
be decommissioned in the United Kingdom. Berkeley 
was highly important as the technical laboratories 
on site supported developments in all the power 
stations across the country, whilst assuring all nuclear 
provision was safe and up to an acceptable standard.  
Eighteen months ago South Gloucestershire & Stroud 
College took interest in the site and today a new 
campus is being built for engineering and information 
technology students, hinged from the needs of 
industry. The aim being for the whole site to be 
eventually turned into a science park.  Photographing 
Berkeley Nuclear Power Station has allowed me 
identify and understand the previous uses of each 

of the buildings contained on the twenty- acre site. 
Over multiple visits I have been able to develop my 
approach of illustrating the vacated buildings, showing 
the locations in which two thousand employees 
once operated and managed the Power Station.



Vacated science laboratories, housed within the 
same building as Berkeley’s Nuclear Test Reactor.



The Offices used by approximately two thousand 
employees for the research and support of the 
two primary Nuclear Reactors.



A testing facility now occupied by Cavendish 
Nuclear, the parenting body organisation 

responsible for the decommissioning programme 
at Berkeley and twelve other Nuclear sites.



ALEXANDER
LAW

The Pembrokeshire coast isan incredibly varied natural 
landscape with rugged cliffs, quiet sandy beaches and 
wild hillsides. The National Park covers 629 square 
kilometres of spectacular coastline making it a haven 
for wildlife, naturalists and holiday makers alike. Over 
the course ofhuman occupation, a rich and diverse 
industrial heritage has developed in the county with 
a number of fishing ports, dating back to the 16th 
century, as well as a significant amount of slate and 
coal quarries dotted around the county.  The southern 
banks of the county were once the home of the oil and 
gas industry with five major refineries located near 
Milford Haven in the 1970s. Oil is a substance that is 
vital to our way of life, yet also potentially destructive 
to the landscape around us, as seen in 1996, when 
thousands of tonnes of crude oil was spilled over the 

Pembrokeshire coast line. Despite this, the natural 
world has recovered and continued to flourish. More 
than 20 years after the disaster, only two small 
refineries remain, but still supply over 300,000 barrels 
of oil and gas a day. The withdrawal of these industrial 
facilities has allowed nature to slowly reclaim much 
of the land that was once given tothese sites, which 
has resulted in a visual border between the natural 
and man-made world. With this body of work, I 
have tried to document these spaces – showing 
how the harsh wilderness ofthe Pembrokeshire coast 
contrasts to the uniformity of the industrial world.



The docking station is a continuous pipeline, that 
runs parallel to the rugged coastline for over four 

miles, allowing several large oil tankers to dock 
simultaneously.



Much of the refinery is visible from the 
Pembrokeshire Coastal path, which often acts as 
the border between the two worlds.



The land on which the facility sits is largely 
barren. The trees and shrubs have been removed 

tomake room for the plants infrastructure 
including roads, warehouses and miles upon 

miles ofpipelines. 



SEP
NOWROUZ

The area of Bettws is one of the largest modern housing 
estates in Europe, built in the 1960’s - it is a great 
staple of British Public Infrastructure. Housing in this 
area is currently 42.6% council owned, this generates 
a high percentage of individuals who rent houses from 
the local council. The area needs a vast amount of 
renovation, but you can tell from the individuals that 
live there that the amount violence and drug use is high. 
This makes it ideal for vandalism and dis-trusting in the 
community. The homes are built similarly throughout 
the whole estate with a lot of affordable flats, the area 
has very cheap accommodation and because of this it 
creates a community of poverty and criminal activity.

Many of the buildings in the estate are neglected 
especially towards the main ‘shopping centre’ which 
has a lot of empty retail units. The centre is a big part 
of the estate, with the essentials such as a convenience 
store, pub, butcher, pharmacy, barber and a dental 
surgery. The estate also holds a large police station, 
which can be seen from the shopping centre. The 
houses are mainly terraced and repetitive, the flats 
are also identical throughout the estate. By looking at 
this estate you are witnessing an act of mass public 
infrastructure that was once known to be a ‘modern’ 
and up-to-date community, but now it is not. It is 
slowly rotting and becoming washed away, predicting 
a future for this estate is hard. It does not have one.



This church has been left to rot without the 
funds to continue. The building will stay this 

way unless someone stands up and turns it into 
something that will help the community.



This caravan has been left here for almost eleven 
years, without one ounce of movement.



This is the repetitive structure of Bettws flats, 
long and thin with a lot of room to house 

individuals with low income.



DEVON
LOWE

Bristol’s economy was largely driven by the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade up until its abolition in 
1833. For around a 15 year period, Bristol was the 
number one slaving port in England, overshadowing 
Liverpool and even London. With such involvement, 
there are still living relics around the city that can 
indicate the cities past ties in the trade of humans. 

There are several painting composed by various artists 
of Bristol in it’s peak of the Slave trade available 
several of the cities museums. Part of this project 
is to compare some these sites and create a visual 
comparison between the two time aras, in aid to link the 
connection between slavery and the economy of Bristol.  

The transatlantic Slave Trade is an important part of 
British history and should never be forgotten, and the 
millions of people affected by it even more so. We 
live in a time more accepting of other cultures, but 
must not forget of the time before this. By looking 
at our present and past visually impaired, helps to 
illustrate the transition our country has made and 
possibly utilise this to envision our future trajectory.  



Quayside, the once busy port is now used 
primarily for leisure. The port in its past used 

to an economic titan of England, with much 
of its wealth deriving from produce of Africans 

enslaved on plantations in the Caribbean.



View of Bristol Harbour with the Cathedral 
and Quay, 1785, painted by Nicholas Pocock. 
Courtesy of the M Shed museum.



Recreation of the point of view of Nicholas 
Pococks 1785 painting. The spires on the 

righthand are no longer visible, however the 
Cathedral can still be seen on the left-hand side 

of the image.



LEWIS
COXHILL

In 2011, the government pledged to sell off enough 
public land to build up to 100,000 new homes by 
2015. Five years later, no one knows how many 
of those much-needed homes have actually been 
built, because the government has not kept track.

With ambitious new targets to deliver at least £5bn 
of land and property sales between 2015 and 2020 
and release land for up to 160,000 homes, little 
progress has been made. With the Government’s 
new Infrastructure Bill wishing to remove control over 
decisions to sell, or develop, publicly owned land from 
local Councils, the privatization of public land continues.

Visiting sites both in East and West Midlands, ‘Revive’ 
documents the land waiting to be auctioned, their 
remnants reflecting the days of old as they await to be 
demolished and “regenerated”. As the sale of public 
land has occurred since the days of the Thatcher
Government, we’re taken to see how the privatization 
of the latter years of the 20th Century have 
benefitted us, or more importantly, not benefitted us.



Gloucester Local Development Framework: 
British Waterways - Gloucester Docks Master 

Plan



Local Authority: South Oxfordshire. Site Name: 
89 Station Rd. Site Ref: 2705. Postcode: 
OX117NN. Area (ha): 0.052. Proposed Use: 
Mixed with housing. Planned Status: Outline 
application granted. Marketing Status: Q3 
2016/17



Local Authority: Corby. Site Name: Land at 
Pen Green, Corby. Site Ref: 1063. Postcode: 
NN171JD. Area (ha): 3.290. Proposed Use: 

Residential. Planned Status: None. Marketing 
Status: Q4 2016/17





RURAL URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT

Historically, greenbelt land has always been 
protected by laws to prevent the development of 
houses. Greenbelts were introduced after World 
War IIto stop cities expanding into the countryside 
and being spoilt. There are many beneficial factors 
of a greenbelt which include; air quality for urban 
areas, preservation of character for historical towns, 
educational and recreational uses and the prevention 
of rural communities being merged with larger urban 
populations. Across the UK there are plans for 362,346 
houses tobe built on greenbelts.  Current planning 
regulations allow building on the greenbelt only 
͞in exceptional circumstances͟ and there have been 
building plans confirmed on Greenbelt land throughout 
Gloucestershire. This project endeavours to document 
the effect this decision will have onthe environment, the 
communities, the infrastructure and the architecture. 
In this country we tend to view our landscape as 
green rolling hills and picturesque cottages, butin 
reality we need to recognise the increasing need for 
housing dueto the rising populace.  In North West 
Cheltenham, there are plans for 4115 new homes tobe 
built across a 251-hectare greenbelt site, between 
Swindon Village, Uckington and Elmstone Hardwicke. 
The proposed plans include new schools, a business 

park, transport links to Cheltenham and Tewkesbury 
and will also create 5000 jobs. 35% of the housing will 
be͚affordable͛ and will target first time homeowners. 
40%of the development will allow for green natural 
spaces. The outcry from the local community has 
resulted in the number of houses being reduced from 
4850 to 4115. Active members of the community 
continue the fight to protect their idyllic countryside 
and the benefits it provides.  The outskirts of Gloucester 
are also facing development, Twigworth, on the north 
side ofGloucester has a proposal for 1363 new houses 
and Brockworth on the east, has 1500 proposed. 
The building of these extra houses, especially at 
Twigworth, will nearly double the amount of residents 
in the area. This will lead to strain on services and 
roads with the A38 already at full capacity.These areas 
are already liable to flooding, therefore, the increase 
of surface run off due to paving will only worsen the 
problem. There is about 13%of England covered by 
greenbelt land and authorities in Gloucestershire 
alone are planning to build 35,175 houses by 
2031 to meet population needs. Unfortunately, 
greenbelt areas are becoming increasingly popular 
potential areas for development, and it seems 
this urbanisation of the countryside is inevitable.

A collective of work produced by
Nia Sandy
Katy Anderson
Alysha Curtis
Adrienne Kerr
Hayley Olpin



NIA SANDY
Looking at the greenbelts of Brockworth and 
Twigworth





ALYSHA CURTIS
Looking at the greenbelts of Brockworth and 
Twigworth





KATY ANDERSON
Greenbelt site between Swindon Village, 
Uckington and Elmstone Hardwicke





HAYLEY OLPIN
Greenbelt site between Swindon Village, 
Uckington and Elmstone Hardwicke





ADRIENNE KERR
Greenbelt site between Swindon Village, 
Uckington and Elmstone Hardwicke
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